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200 The Old Testament Student. 

features of the description seem to compel us to explain them of an individual 
Israelite, while others remain unintelligible unless referred in some way to the 
people of Israel, with its Messianic, missionary functions. There, as here, the 
deliverance of the sufferer has a vital influence on the spiritual life, first of all of 
his own people, and then of all mankind. There, as here, the newly-acquired spir- 
itual blessings are described under the figure of a feast. Is it so very bold to 
explain Ps. xxii. and the psalms like it as utterances of that ideal and yet most 
real personage, who in 2 Isaiah is the fruit, from one point of view, no doubt, of 
special revelation, but from another equally justified and perfectly consistent with 
the former, of an intense longing for the fulfilment of Israel's ideal ? To assume 
that both the sacred poets and the poet-prophet are feeling their way (not, how- 
ever, at random) to the presence of the Redeemer ? That they have abandoned 
the hope of an earthly King of Israel, and are conscious, too, that even the noblest 
members of the nation are inadequate to the Messianic functions ? And that 
hence they throw out in colossal outlines an indistinct because imaginatively ex- 
pressed conception of One who shall perfectly fulfil these functions for and with 
his people V 

[From Commentary on Isaiah.] 
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The Place of Biblical Theology.— Biblical Theology belongs to the department 
of Exegetical Theology as a higher exegesis completing the exegetical process, 
and presenting the essential material and principles of the other departments of 
theology. 

The boundaries between Exegetical and Historical Theology are not so sharply 
defined as those between either of them and Systematic Theology. All Historical 
Theology has to deal with sources, and in this respect must consider them in their 
variety and unity as well as development ; and hence many theologians combine 
Exegetical Theology and Historical Theology under one head— Historical Theol- 
ogy. It is important, however, to draw the distinction, for this reason. The 
sources of Biblical Theology are in different relation from the sources of a history 
of doctrine, inasmuch as they constitute a body of divine revelation, and in this 
respect to be kept distinct from all other sources, even cotemporary and of the 
same nation. They have an absolute authority which no other sources can have. 
The stress is to be laid less upon their historical development than upon them as 
an organic body of revelation, and this stress upon their importance as sources not 
only for historical development, but also for dogmatic reconstruction and practical 
application, requires that the special study of them should be exalted to a separate 
discipline and a distinct branch of theology. 

Now in the department of Exegetical Theology, Biblical Theology occupies the 
highest place, the latest and crowning achievement. It is a higher exegesis com- 
pleting the Exegetical Process. All other branches of Exegetical Theology are 
presupposed by it. The Biblical Literature must first be studied as sacred litera- 
ature. All questions of date of writing, integrity, construction, style, and author- 
ship must be determined by the principles of the Higher Criticism. Biblical Can- 
onics determines the extent and authority of the various writings that are to be 
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regarded as composing the sacred canon, and discriminates them from all other 
writings by the criticism of the believing spirit enlightened and guided by the 
Holy Spirit in the Church, Biblical Textual Criticism ascertains the true text of 
the writings in the study of MSS. and- versions and citations, and seeks to present 
it in its pure primitive forms. Biblical Hermeneutics lays down the rule of 
Biblical Interpretation, and Biblical Exegesis applies these rules to the various 
particular passages of the sacred Scriptures. Now Biblical Theology accepts all 
these rules and results thus determined and applied. It is not its office to go into 
the detailed examination of the verse and the section, but it must accept the 
results of a thorough exegesis and criticism in order to advance thereon and there- 
by to its own proper work of higher exegesis ; namely, rising from the comparison 
of verse with verse, and paragraph with paragraph, where simple exegesis is em- 
ployed, to the still more difficult and instructive comparison of writing with writ- 
ing, author with author, period with period, until by generalization and synthesis 
the theology of the Bible is attained as an organic whole. 

Biblical Theology is thus the culmination of Exegetical Theology, and must be 
in an important relation to all other branches of theology. For Historical Theol- 
ogy it presents the great principles of the various periods of history, the funda- 
mental and controlling tendencies which, springing from human nature and oper- 
ating in all the religions of the world, find their proper expression and satisfaction 
in the normal development of Divine Bevelation, but which, breaking loose from 
these salutary bonds, become perverted and distorted into abnormal forms, pro- 
ducing false and heretical principles and radical errors. And so in the Biblical 
unity of these tendencies Biblical Theology presents the ideal unity for the church 
and the Christian in all times of the world's history. For Systematic Theology, 
Biblical Theology affords the holy material to be used in Biblical Apologetics, 
Dogmatics, and Ethics, the fundamental and controlling material out of which 
that systematic structure must be built which will express the intellectual and 
moral needs of the particular age, fortify the church for offence and defence in the 
struggle with the anti-Christian world, and give unity to its life, its efforts, and 
its dogmas in all ages. For Practical Theology it presents the various types of 
religious experience and of doctrinal and ethical ideas which must be skilfully 
applied to the corresponding differences of type which exist in all times, in all 
churches, in all lands, and indeed in all religions and races of mankind. Biblical 
Theology is indeed the Irenic force which will do much to harmonize the antag- 
. onistic forces and various departments of theology, and bring about that toleration 
within the church which is the greatest requisite of our times. — From Briggs' Biblic- 
al Study. 



Eecent Literature in the Department of Old Testament Theology.— Of the learned 
works in this department recently issued, one of the most important is the Old 
Testament Theology of H. Schultz, 2 vols. 1869, a second edition of which appeared 
in one vol. in 1878. The religion of the Old Testament is regarded as the religion 
of revelation in its gradual progress, the religion of redemption coming into being, 
in distinction from redemption completed, as it is in Christianity. The special 
revelation which lies at the basis of both the Old and the New Testament religion 
is recognized as corresponding to the special connection of the two. Hence, while 
it is strongly affirmed on the one hand that the Old Testament religion is historic- 
ally conditioned and prepared by the general prior development of mankind, and 



